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ECON 2J03 C01: Environmental Economics – Spring 2021 

 

Instructor: Lars Nielsen   Email: nielsell@mcmaster.ca 

I do not monitor Avenue mail and will not respond if you email me on Avenue.  Please use the 

email address shown above.  

Office Hours: Wednesday 1:00 starting May 12 or by appointment. 

Class Meetings: Online – Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 to 12:00 via Zoom.   

TA: TA contact information will be posted on Avenue to Learn.  There are no office hours for the 

TAs.  The TAs will post their email address so that you can contact them. 

Note: This course is designed to accommodate students who want to learn at their own 

pace using pre-recorded videos and students who prefer classroom style lessons (via 

Zoom). 

Some details and deadlines regarding course content and assessments in the published course 

outline may be changed. Please check Avenue to Learn for the most up-to-date information for 

this course. 

We will have a course introduction using Zoom on Tuesday May 4, 2021 at 9:00am. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course introduces key concepts and principles of environmental economics.  A good 

understanding of first year microeconomics is essential to doing well in this course. 

The course is divided into several sections: 

Introduction 

An overview of key issues and concepts of environmental economics. 

Tools of Environmental Economic Analysis 

Concepts such as willingness to pay, efficiency in markets, equity, social welfare, 

property rights and externalities are discussed.  Causes of market failure are also 

explored. 

Environmental Policy Analysis 

We will look at environmental public policy and evaluation of public policy.  This will 

include taxation, standards, tradeable permits, and decentralized approaches to property 

rights. 

Cost-Benefit Analysis 

This includes an examination of the cost-benefit analysis methodology and methods for 

determining costs and benefits.  

mailto:nielsell@mcmaster.ca
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How this Course Works 

The course works as follows: 

Every week you should listen to the videos, review all the course notes, complete the reading 

assignments (3 in total for the course taking between 15 and 30 minutes each) and do the 

practice problems and check your answers against the provided solutions.  You should also 

check the FAQs which provide explanations for commonly asked questions and works out 

problems students frequently get wrong.  During some weeks, there may be a class survey that 

will take about 5 minutes.  The class exercises are not graded.  A detailed schedule is posted 

on Avenue.  To be successful in this course, you must stay on track. 

In any week you can generally expect that: 

There will be two class sessions where I explain course materials. The class sessions are not 

recorded, but if you miss a class session you can watch the pre-recorded class which contains 

the same material as the live class. 

There will be ten problem solving/question sessions.  We will use Zoom breakout rooms and 

you can try to work out the problem.  After you have had a stab at solving the problem, we will 

discuss your solutions. I usually discuss an environmental issue in the news in the problem 

session (time permitting).  In the remaining time, you can ask questions.  After the problem 

session, I will post the questions and answers on A2L in case you are not able to attend the 

problem session.  I will post the answers to all problem sessions on A2L. 

If you prefer to learn at your own pace using pre-recorded videos, you do not need to 

attend the class sessions.  You will have access to the recorded class sessions on A2L and, of 

course, if you want to participate in the live class session, you are always welcome to attend.  

You should attend all the live problem solving sessions. 

If you prefer to learn in a synchronous class setting, you should plan to attend the live class 

sessions and the problem sessions.  If you miss a class session, you can listen to the same 

material by watching the pre-recorded videos.  You should attend all the live problem solving 

sessions.  

There is a test preparation Zoom session usually held 2 days before the midterm and final 

exam.  This will be very useful to you, so you should plan to attend.  If you miss the review 

session, I will post a recording on A2L. 

A detailed schedule is provided in A2L.   

Make sure you monitor A2L every day.  Changes in schedule or other important 

announcements are made on A2L. 

To accommodate students who may be in different time zones, all Zoom problem sessions are 

recorded and will be posted on A2L.     

 

How to Get Help in this Course 

Please feel free to contact me by email if you have any questions.  This is the best way to get 

help.  I monitor my email 7 days a week and I do my absolute best to get back to you as quickly 

as I can.  Please realize that I have a life outside McMaster, so responses on weekends might 

be a little slower. 
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Please make sure you take advantage of my availability.  I am always happy to help you with a 

problem or concept that you do not understand, and it benefits everyone in the class. If I see 

lots of students are confused about the same thing, I can provide help to everyone usually by 

providing additional explanations in the FAQs.  Make sure you check out the FAQs because 

these come from questions or problems that lots of students have been confused about.  

Sometimes face-to-face is the best way to resolve your questions.  You can make an 

appointment to contact me by Skype or Zoom if you have a more complicated question to ask.   

TAs are available by email to answer questions. 

For privacy reasons, you must email me using your McMaster email account. 

COURSE MATERIALS AND TEXTS  

Course materials and announcements will be posted on the Avenue to Learn website 

http://avenue.mcmaster.ca.  The course textbook is strongly recommended. 

• Field, Barry C. and Field, Martha K., Environmental Economics an Introduction 8th 

edition. (International Edition) McGraw-Hill Ryerson.   

I have asked the bookstore to get an eBook which is cheaper.  To get your ebook, check on the 

bookstore website. 

You may be able to find used 3rd or 4th edition Field and Olewiler Environmental Economics 

textbooks.  There are some differences between these and the listed text, but they will be 

adequate. 

All course materials are located on A2L except for the textbook. 

COPYRIGHT 

Materials provided on A2L are made solely for your personal use for research, private study, 

education, parody, satire, criticism or review only. Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, 

transmission, dissemination, communication, or any other uses, may be an infringement of 

copyright if done without securing the permission of the copyright owner. You may not distribute, 

e-mail or otherwise communicate these materials to any other person. 

COURSE EVALUATION 

1. Midterm 1 using Avenue (30%) Thursday May 20 at 9:00am 

2. Midterm 2 using Avenue (30%) Thursday June 3 at 9:00 am 

3. Final Exam using Avenue (40%) Thursday June 17 at 9:00am 

Midterm dates and times are shown on the calendar and in the class schedule. 

Midterms and the final exam are to be completed individually and are not to be done together 

with others.  We use plagiarism detection and probabilistic matching to detect academic 

dishonesty on tests. 

Midterms and the final exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions and short answer 

questions.  The midterms and the final exam are based on the course presentation slides, 

videos, posted supplementary materials, concepts and examples discussed during lectures, 
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assigned reading from the textbook, YouTube videos listed in the course notes and 

assignments.   

There are 3 reading assignments (usually about 2 pages in the textbook) which cover some 

important extensions to topics discussed in class.  Reading assignments are found in A2L.  

Each of these reading assignments should take about a half hour or less to complete.  You do 

not submit anything on Avenue for the reading assignments, but you may be tested on the 

reading assignment material on a midterm or the final exam.  

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Absences, Missed Work, Illness (MSAF) 

The assigned weight of any missed midterm will be automatically added to the weight of the 

final exam.  You do not need to submit an MSAF to have the weight of any missed midterm 

added to the weight of the final exam.   

Computer Requirements 

This is an online course. It is essential that you have a reliable internet connection to the 

university applications such as A2L. 

In past courses, some students had difficulty accessing McMaster content because they are in 
China. 

For information see: McMaster VPN for Students in mainland China at 
(https://uts.mcmaster.ca/services/computers-printers-and-software/virtual-private-networking-
students/). 

From the website: "Virtual Private Network (VPN) software allows you to connect to 
the campus network from an off-campus computer and access devices, software, and 
networks that are normally not available from off campus. It also provides extra security by 
encrypting data to and from your computer, in effect creating a private tunnel through the 
Internet for your communication." 

Online Proctoring 
 
Some courses may use online proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may 
require students to turn on their video camera, present identification, monitor and record their 
computer activities, and/or lock down their browser during tests or exams. This software may be 
required to be installed before the exam begins. 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

Academic Integrity Statement 

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behavior in all aspects of the learning 

process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic 

integrity.  

https://uts.mcmaster.ca/services/computers-printers-and-software/virtual-private-networking-students/
https://uts.mcmaster.ca/services/computers-printers-and-software/virtual-private-networking-students/
https://uts.mcmaster.ca/services/computers-printers-and-software/virtual-private-networking-students/
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Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in 

unearned academic credit or advantage. This behavior can result in serious consequences, e.g. 

the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation 

reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the 

university. 

It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on 

the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy.  

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which credit has 

been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 

4. Falsifying a MSAF 

CONDUCT EXPECTATIONS  

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to demonstrate, 
respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working communities. These 
expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities (the “Code”). All students 
share the responsibility of maintaining a positive environment for the academic and personal growth of all 
McMaster community members, whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in effect 

in virtual learning environments. The Code applies to any interactions that adversely affect, 

disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student disruptions or 

behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. use of Avenue 2 

Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be investigated. 

Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access to these 

platforms. 

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services 

(SAS) to make arrangements. Academic accommodations must be arranged before classes or 

academic work begins, and for each term of study. Student Accessibility Services can be 

contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail sas@mcmaster.ca. For further 

information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic Accommodation of Students 

with Disabilities.  

Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances 

Students who require academic accommodation due to an Observance must submit a RISO 

form to their Faculty office, electronically or in person, normally within ten working days from the 

beginning of each term in which they are anticipating a need for Accommodation. For further 

information, consult McMaster University’s Policy on Academic Accommodation for Religious, 

Indigenous and Spiritual Observances.  

http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
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Faculty of Social Sciences E-mail Communication Policy 

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail 

communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, 

must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects 

confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure 

that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account. If an instructor becomes 

aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at 

his or her discretion. 

Course Modification 

The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term. 
The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme 
circumstances. If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and 
communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment 
on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her McMaster email and course 
websites weekly during the term and to note any changes. 

On-Line Course Elements  

In this course we will be using X. Students should be aware that, when they access the 
electronic components of this course, private information such as first and last names, user 
names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation may become apparent to all 
other students in the same course. The available information is dependent on the technology 
used. Continuation in this course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any 
questions or concerns about such disclosure please discuss this with the course instructor. 

X = e-mail, Avenue to Learn (A2L), LearnLink, web pages, capa, Moodle, ThinkingCap, etc. 
 

Authenticity / Plagiarism Detection  

In this course we will be using a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal authenticity and 
ownership of student submitted work. Students will be expected to submit their work 
electronically either directly 

to Turnitin.com or via Avenue to Learn (A2L) plagiarism detection (a service supported by 
Turnitin.com) so it can be checked for academic dishonesty. Students who do not wish to 
submit their work through A2L and/or Turnitin.com must still submit an electronic and/or 
hardcopy to the instructor. No penalty will be assigned to a student who does not submit work to 
Turnitin.com or A2L. All submitted work is subject to normal verification that standards of 
academic integrity have been upheld (e.g., on-line search, other software, etc.). To see the 
Turnitin.com Policy, please go to www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity

